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The ground connection must be phys-
ically located in a position where it is
inaccessible to the normal movement
of occupants or accessories in the life-
boat;

(2) The radio installation when in-
stalled in a lifeboat having a non-
metallic hull must be grounded to a
bare plate or strips of corrosion resist-
ant metal having a total area of at
least 6 square feet and located on the
hull of the lifeboat below the water-
line.

(f) When the lifeboat is afloat the in-
stallation must be capable of devel-
oping an antenna current such that the
product of the maximum height of the
antenna above the mean surface of the
water, expressed in meters, and the
r.m.s. antenna current on the fre-
quency 500 kHz, expressed in amperes,
is not less than 9.6.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 58
FR 44953, Aug. 25, 1993; 63 FR 36607, July 7,
1998]

§ 80.830 Power supply for survival
craft nonportable radiotelegraph
installation.

(a) The power supply for the survival
craft nonportable radiotelegraph in-
stallation must consist of a battery ca-
pable of operating the survival craft ra-
diotelegraph installation for at least 6
hours continuously under normal
working conditions.

(b) The battery may power equip-
ment other than the radiotelegraph in-
stallation (except that it must not be
used to supply power to any engine
starting motor or ignition system) pro-
vided such additional use will not ad-
versely affect the required capabilities
of the battery. All circuits connected
to the battery must be independently
fused.

(c) The battery must be kept charged
at all times while at sea. The charging
of the battery must not require its re-
moval from the survival craft in which
it is installed. The necessary charging
equipment must not interfere with the
launching of the survival craft, and
must be easily and quickly removable.
The charging circuit for the battery
must be routed through the radio-
telegraph operating room, and include
a device located in the radiotelegraph
operating room which will give contin-

uous indication of the polarity and the
rate of charge.

(d) Installation must provide for
charging of the battery by means of a
generator on the survival craft engine.

(e) Subject to approval of the United
States Coast Guard, the battery must
be mounted in a suitable container
that will provide protection from salt
water spray and also allow proper ven-
tilation.

§ 80.831 Survival craft portable radio-
telegraph equipment.

(a) Survival craft portable radio-
telegraph equipment required by law to
be provided must be certificated by the
Commission as capable of meeting the
provisions of §§ 80.263 and 80.265.

(b) The equipment must be stowed in
the radio room, bridge or a protected
location near a lifeboat and be readily
accessible for transfer to a lifeboat.
However, in tankers of 3,000 gross tons
and over in which lifeboats are fitted
amidships and aft, this equipment
must be kept in a suitable place in the
vicinity of those lifeboats which are
farthest away from the ship’s main
transmitter.

(c) Equipment for totally enclosed
lifeboats must meet the extra require-
ments specified in § 80.265.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 63
FR 36607, July 7, 1998]

§ 80.832 Tests of survival craft radio
equipment.

(a) Except for emergency position in-
dicating radio beacons and two-way ra-
diotelephone equipment, inspections
and tests of survival craft radio equip-
ment must be conducted by the li-
censee at weekly intervals while the
ship is at sea or, if a test or inspection
has not been conducted within a week
prior to its departure, within 24 hours
prior to the ship’s departure from a
port. The inspection and tests must in-
clude operation of the transmitter con-
nected to an artificial antenna and de-
termination of the specific gravity or
voltage under normal load of any bat-
teries.

(b) When the ship is in a harbor or
port of the United States an authorized
representative of the Commission may
require:
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